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The Status Quo, Causes and Countermeasures of China’s
Climate Poverty

Liu Changsong

(National Center for Climate Change Strategy and International Cooperation)

Abstract: The TPCCs fifth climate change assessment report states that climate change will impede countries” pov-
erty reduction processes, trigger new types of poverty, and cause the poor to fall into a vicious circle of disasters and
poverty. Climate change and exireme climate events have caused serious losses to our people’s lives, property, liveli-
hoods and infrastructure. Vulnerable areas and poor groups generally lack the ability and resources to deal with the
impact of climate risks, and the problem of climate poverty has thus arisen. This article analyzes the current situa-
tion, causes and development trends of climate poverty in China, analyzes the relationship between climate poverty,
vulnerability and livelihood capital, and analyzes the impact of climate change on the livelihood capital of poor peo-
ple from the perspective of sustainable livelihoods. On this basis, the keys of addressing the climate poverty is to im-
prove the livelihood capital of the poor and diversify their livelihoods, and to eliminate the poverty—producing effects
caused by the overlapping of climate change and the deterioration of the ecological environment, and integrate cli-
mate poverty into the targeted poverty alleviation policy, this will help win the battle against poverty in 2020. Finally,
including establishing climate poverty monitoring evaluation and early warning mechanism, establishing a compre-
hensive response system for climate poverty, strengthening education and training, etc.
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