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A Social-ecological System Framework for Small Towns’

Transformation Governance

Zhang Xiaoling™"
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Abstract: The development of China’s new urbanization features neoliberalism, namely the market—oriented and so—
cial—-spatial transitions. However, acting as the key link of urban and rural areas in China, small towns face a number
of challenges. After reviewing the development processes of small towns and interpreting their importance in the ur—
banization system, this study put forward two core issues: “Small town residents are treated as passive participants in
the process of urbanization” and “The eco—environment of small towns is destroyed by polluters which has transferred
from urban areas.” In order to tackle these problems, we reposition small towns in the new theoretical framework — So—
cial-Ecological Systems (SES), and propose a corresponding governance mechanism for their sustainable transforma—
tion based on actors’ hehavioral logic and the institutional framework. Finally, this paper proposed possible directions
of small towns’ transformation governance, advocates the basic guidelines for China’ s new urbanization — “peo—
ple—oriented” and “ecological protection,” and aims to provide a theoretical perspective for the sustainable and bal—
anced development of small towns in the future.
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