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Constructing Sustainable Trade under the Background of A
Community of Shared Future for Mankind: Promoting UN
SDGs by Sustainable Trade

Hu Tao and Yang Di

(WWF-US, Washington, D. C.)

Abstract: Sustainable development was proposed as a critical development strategy in response to global economic,
social and environmental issues. The United Nations has reached a worldwide consensus on the Sustainable Develop—
ment Goals (SDGs) in 2015. The achievement of this consensus has clarified the direction that all countries strive for
in development on a global scale, but more importantly, it deepens the understanding further on the fact that we hu—
man society is a community of shared future for mankind. However, there is no content directly related to the sustain—
able trade in such an important and influential agreement. As a crucial component of macroeconomic activities, trade
plays an irreplaceable role to its both upstream (production) and downstream (consumption), which both entail the en—
vironmental impact and then established linkage between the economic practices and trade. After all, could Sustain—
able Development Goals (SDGs) be complementary and implementable without incorporating sustainable trade? As a
conclusion, this paper proposes to promote UN SDGs by introducing sustainable trade. Both sovereign countries and
international community should actively formulate the trade policies and regional trade agreements from the perspec—
tive of sustainability.

Keywords: United Nations; Sustainable Development Goals(SDGs); Sustainable Trade; Community of Shared Future
for Mankind
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formation technology support to improve the quality of statistical work on urban energy and greenhouse gas emissions
data; Combining surface measurements, satellite remote sensing observations and atmospheric simulation models on
city scale to measure and cross—check greenhouse gas data across a wider range of systems to improve the level of un—
certainty analysis.
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